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The C. M. Booth Collection
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Editorial
Things don’t change, do they?

As the years go by, more and more
locomotives and rolling stock continue to
arrive at Rolvenden, the rusty sidings full
with silent relics hopefully waiting their
wrn in the restoration queue. The scene is
now reminiscent of the late 1930’s, when
the railway was similarly fated, the yard
being finally cleared in the wake of the
wartime drive for scrap. Owning a
locomotive has a magnetic attraction for
the average volunteer, but making it work
seems (o be of secondary importance after
the initial enthusiasm has faded. Surely the
time has now come to call a halt — indeed
maybe numbers should already be reduced
to more manageable proportions before
we become engulfled in a work programme
that we cannot possible complete, with the
effort spread so thinly that nothing works
at all.

R - )

Readers are reminded that contributions
are welcome {rom both members and non-
members. Present day articles should be
confined to subjects associated with the
running of the Kent & East Sussex Railway,
but historical material may relate to
subjects connected with any Colonel
Stephens line.

© Copyright Tenterden Railway Company Ltd. 1980
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Lineside News

Compiled by Paul Sutton

Working on any Railway during the Winter months is
aften not a pleasant task, with outbreaks of bad
weather and the lack of schedule services to give an
added attraction, although some would say that works
trains can be interesting in their own right. It is
therefore very pleasing to record in these notes the high
turnout of members reporting for duty on the
Permanent Way during the heavy work programme
which began in November.

Locomotives

No. 10 Sutton, alter helping with the services on
the last day ol the scason on January Ist was
then  withdrawn; complete renewal of the
lirebox stays will be required before it can enter
service again. No. 12, Marcia the litle 0-4-0
Peckett is in full working order again and
should be attending some exhibitions and other
events later in the year,

New steel has now been acquired for the
smokebox repairs to No. 19 and it is hoped a
start can be made on this shortly. [t is good to
be able to report that Bob Jones has been able
to arrange for the bodywork repairs on the
Railcar to be undertaken by the West Ham
College; the work will be done by first year

body building apprentices from the Eastern
Region of British Rail who attend the college for
‘oll the job’ training. They are also going to put
the remaining Wittersham Road platform lamps
in order.

No. 23, Holman F. Stephens, was due for a
steam test at the beginning of March and should
see a return to service later in the Spring. No.
24, William H. Austen is also due for its annual
visual inspection and steam test. No. 29, the
renumbered R.S.&H. tank is another candidate
for an annual visual and also requires some
rebeading ol wbes. Baglan still requires some
work on the cenwral valves.

The 0-4-0 Fowler Diesel, No. 43, recenty
acquired from Shell has performed very
satislacrorily so far. During one weekend of
work on the wet cutting, all three diesels were in
action on separate trains. The proposed gantry
in Rolvenden yard in front of the shed has now
been reluctantdy abandoned on grounds of cost.
Another 20" bay will be put one the end of the
shed and will form the new workshop.
Carriage & Wagon

In recent months, work has been concentrated
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R.U. number E 1955,
[John Liddell]

on B.5.0. No. 53. A major setback 10
completion was the discovery, during the
painting ol the brake compariment, of some
rotten rool Iraming in the corner where the
side, end and roof all meet. Now that this has
been attended to, there remains some french
polishing to do in the end bay and certain
amount of top coat painting in the brake
compartment and a lew exterior panels.

An unusual acquisition, by two members of the
department, is a G.E.R. 12 wheel brake 8rd
Pullman carriage. Some initial rescarch has

revealed that it was built in 1920 by Claytons of

Lincoln as a kitchen car No. 119 and named
Cambria, for use on the Harwich Boat Trains. It
was rebuilt as a Parlour Car in June 1924 and
ran in the Leeds-Newcastle Expresses. Further
modilications were carried out by the Pullman
Car Co. at their workshops at Preston Park,
Brighton, in 1934 and it was withdrawn from
passenger service in 1938, The body is mounted
on a wooden underframe and the bogies are an
unusual construction of timber and steel.

The gangways and lighting gear have been
removed. Although restoration is a long term
project, as a brake end vehicle it will make a

very useful addition to the Wine & Dine trains of

the future. It is hoped it will be arriving on the
railway from a location in the Midlands during
the Spring.

\ A

leaving Tonbridge east yard for Rolvenden, 29nd November 1979

Building

The main acivity through recent weeks has
been giving assistance to the Permanent Way
Department, mainly in the wet cutting; where,
as well as helping with trackwork generally,
drains were put in and manholes built. When
the better weather arrives in the Spring the
deparument’s normal activities will resume.

Signals

Work at Wittersham continues with the roddin
run to the loop point at the Rolvenden cnﬁ
nearly complete. Progress is being maintained
on the Signal Box and a start should be made
soon on re-slating the rool. Wickham Trolley
No. 5 has been completely stripped down and a
reconditioned power unit will be installed. Any
rotten woodwork will be replaced and a
complete repaint given. When linished it will be
used by the S&T and Permanent Way
Departments.

Clearance

Working parties are active every three weeks
until the end of April. The boundary fence at
the bouom end of the field behind the Carriage
& Wagon Department has been cleared and
generally ddied up. Since the completion of
this, work is being concentrated on the area
between Wittersham Road and the end of the



Oxney Straight. The Department’s P.MLV. body
store was [looded to a depth ol 2'6” at the end
ol December. The only items to suffer were the
chain saws but both are now back in working
order.

Permanent Way

The Winter work programme got off 1o a very
good start in November, with gangs numbering
between 12 and 20 each time. Two jobs were
undertaken and completed. The first was the
lifting, realigning and reballasting with new
granite stone ol the section of track just below
Cranbrook Road level crossing. Completion of
this work will result in the removal of the speed
restriction at this point. The second stretch of
line o receive attention was Morghews curve
(Willows curve). Dilliculty had been experienced
there for some time in maintaining levels due to
the poor quality of ballast used previously. All
the old stone was removed and new material put
down, realigning was carried out and the cants
reinstated — resulting in the speed restriction
being cased considerably by the opening
weekend at Easter.

s
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Another llange lubricator has been installed,
this time at Pope’s Cottage by George Wright
and Charlie Masterson. Two more will be lived
shortly; one at the Willows end of Rolvenden
straight and the other at the Witersham Road
end of the Oxney Straight. Once these have
been dealt with, the flange lubricator
programme will have been completed. Work
started on the wet cutting on the first weekend
in January. The response from the membership
for working parties was tremendous with up to
30 people atending at a time.

Dave Levett and Paul Hatcher laid a new 9 pipe
drain in beach on the Cranbrook side of the
cutting, together with inspection pits built every
60’. This project occupied Dave and Paul all
through January and February. After the
drainage had been completed, 180" run of track
was removed. About this time our Case
bulldozer failed on site and a Hymac Excavator
was hired, being taken up [rom Rolvenden on
the Flatrol wagon. During its two days there it
graded the cutting sides and removed all the
clay from the wrackbed. All spoil will be

Former Barry Railway & ton van No 1151 after restoration at Tenterden, 30th September 1979

[Paul Sutton]



removed to Wittersham Road. 48 tonnes of

sand were then laid on the old trackbed as a
blanket to a depth of 6”. Of the 280 concrete
sleepers delivered so far, half were used to make
up 15’ long pancls of track which were taken to
site and laid on the sand, thus enabling the 140
tonnes of gypsum waste to be put down to a
depth of 127, Concrete drain troughing has

been installed on the Rolvenden side of the

cutting and was connected up with the French
drains which had been dug during December.

All water is now taken down the new drainage
system and into the culvert next to Orpins
Cuwrve. It has been calculated that during the
recent (February) spell of wet weather between
150 and 200 gallons of water a minute were
passing through the new 9” pipework! The new
trackbed was completely dry. A start has been
made on raising both approaches to the new
work. If the current rate of progress is
maintained, the rail should have been relaid by
the end of February. When the job is completed
the track level will have been raised by 2'.

AREA GROUP NEWS

Ashford. The group has a full programme of
monthly open meetings for 1980, which are
held on the third Wednesday of every month at
the Centrepiece, Bank Street, Ashford. A list of
these appears in the current issue of the Rooter.
A number of outside events will be attended by
the group during the year, including The
Ashford Extravaganza, The Sellinge Stearn Rally
and the Kent County Show.

Maidstone. The total profit for the year on the
waste paper collection was £1650. A photo of
the Iron Mink van which serves as the Group’s
paper store appears clsewhere in these notes.
Work has already started on the refurbishing of
Pullman Car “Theodora’s” kitchen. The annual
model railway exhibition will take place on
Saturday 22nd March at the Methodist Youth
Centre, Brewer Street, Maidstone.

Medway. As with the Ashford & Maidstone
Groups, a list of the open meetings is included
in the current edition of the Rooter. Outside
tours planned are:~ a visit to the Severn Valley
Railway on Saturday 5th April and three weeks
later, on the 26th, there is a chance to join the
North Eastern Explorer which will allow people
to visit the Beamish Open Air Museum or the
new Tyne & Wear Metro System. Those
interested in joining either of the above should
contact Graham Pound on Medway 34765 in
the evenings. On 18th April the Group is
arranging a Motor Rally - details from Mike

Todd. May 10th sees the Group’s first Model
Railway Exhibition at Chatham Town Hall.
Further information from Tony Loveridge on
Medway 575982. On May 11th there is a chance
to join the P.S. Waverley which will leave from
Ciflingham and go across to Southend and then
up the Essex coast. General information on
Group activities can be obtained from Mike
Todd at 136 Lonsdale Drive, Rainham, Kent.

Thameside. The amount of money raised by last
year’s pump trolley marathon exceeds £700.00.
There are still some postal sponsors who have
not yet paid - so if you are one of them, please
settle with Neil Sime at the address below. When
the final amount is realised, it will be
distributed between the Mechanical, Permanent
Way and Carriage & Wagon Departments with a
small sum retained for the Group funds. The
Company would like to give its grateful thanks
10 all those who helped organise the event and
ol course to the intrepid pumpers!

The current Group activity — the building of a
canopy on Rolvenden platform, is well advanced
and should be completed before Easter. When
finished it will enhance the station area at
Rolvenden considerably, as well as providing
shelier. Many thanks to Robert Gilbert who has
planned and co-ordinated the whole exercise
and also to John, the Foreman at Rother Valley
Timber who helped enormously with the timber -
preparation. The next project will be
undertaken ofl the Railway,and is the
restoration of a G.E.R. 6 wheel centre brake
coach which is stored in London. It is expected
that this undertaking will take 3/4 years to
complete. This year’s event on August Bank
Holiday Sunday and Monday will be ““Steam at
Bodiam”. The station area will be open to the
public and it is hoped to have Marcia in steam,
with some wagons. Other attractions should
include a superbly restored District Railway
Coach and a one-third scale Traction Engine.
An attempt will be made on the World Pump
Trolly speed record, which is held by the U.S.A.
at the moment, also a sponsored pump trolly
marathon open to all members. How about
other Area Groups entering teams? — 4 people
per trolly. Details of this from Kevin Jarvis, 70
Selsey Crescent, Welling, Kent., s.a.e. please.
Details of the Bodiam weekend generally (other
than pump trolly events) from Mark Stutchbury,
15 Cloudesley Road, Slade Green, Kent, s.a.e.
again please. Information on Group activities
and any outstanding monies owing on the last
pump trolley event from the Secretary: Neil
Sime, 30 Edison Road, Welling, Kent.



Kent & East Sussex Motive Power at 28th February 1980, After Re-numbering

Total K.&E.S.R.
Type Mileage, 1979 Number Name Built Builder (Works Number)
0-6-0T 3 Bodiam 1872 L.B.&S.C.R., Brighton
0-6-0T 1125 10 Sutton 1876 L.B.&S.C.R., Brighton
0-6-0T 11 Pride ol Sussex 1909 S.E.&C.R., Ashlord
0-4-01 12 Marcia 1923 Peckett (1631)
0-6-08T 17 Arthur 1903 Manning Wardle (1601)
2-6-0 19 1919 Nydquist & Holm
BO4BO 20 Railcar 1940 G.W.R.and A.E.C.
0-6-0T 21 Wainwright 1943 Vulcan (4433)
0-6-0T 29 Maunsell 1943 Vulcan (4441)
0-6-058T 23 Holman F. Stephens 1952 Hunslet (3791)
0-6-0ST 2076 24 William H. Austen 1953 Hunslet (3800)
0-6-08T 25 Sapper 1953 Hunslet (3797)
0-6-0ST 26 Linda 1952 Hunslet (3781)
0-6-08T 27 1943 R.S.&H. (7086)
0-6-08T 2780 29 1950 R.S.&H.(7667)
BO+4BO 10 1932 B.T.H.
0-4-0 197 41 Baglan 1962 R.S.&H.
0-6-0 391 49 1948 Hunslet (4208)
0-4-0 43 1964 Fowler (4220031)

Before — or After
Your Trip on the Railway

THE
TENTERDEN
BOOKSHOP

We have a wide selection of
books on
RAILWAYS, TRAVEL, ARTS
& CLASSICS

MAPS, BOOK-TOKENS,
PERSONAL & OFFICE

STATIONERY PAYDENS LTD.
PRINTING FOR SPECIAL 60 High Street, Tenterden, Kent
OCCASIONS PERFUMES BY MANY LEADING AGENCIES
BABY REQUIREMENTS COSMETICS
o I e (o Y ) TOILETRIES ~ WINE MAKING SECTION
Open all day on Wednesdays VETERINARY DEPARTMENT  FILMS

and at lunchtime Suppliers of First-aid equipment and

other medical stores to the Kent &

: PAYDENS East Sussex Railway
60 High Street, Tenterden, Kent Open 6 days a week, 9 am to 5.30 pm
Tel: Tenterden 3005 including lunch-time




Passengers Numbers 1979

1978 1979
No.of  Av. per No.of Av. per
Adult Child Total days day Adult Child Total days day
March 2102 1021 3123 6 521 — - — —_ —
April 1624 881 2505 10 251 2935 1283 4218 12 351
May 3300 1593 4893 12 408 2939 1701 4640 12 387
June 2214 2622 4836 13 372 21138 2368 4481 13 345
_]uly 4090 3503 7593 15 506 3268 2534 5802 15 387
Aug 8039 4629 12668 31 409 6917 3805 10722 31 346
Sept 2949 1279 4228 10 423 2864 1202 4066 10 406
Oct 1172 511 1683 9 187 992 407 1399 8 175
Nov 230 121 351 4 88 144 63 207 4 51
Dec 33 11 44 11# 464* 130 59 189 11* 493*
25753 16171 41924 22302 13422 35724
Excess [rom Tenterden — 563
Wittersham Road 4417 1333%
Privileges 684 682
Promotional & passes 163 182
Santa Specials 5060 5233
48272 121 399 43717 116 377
Wealden Pullman 1876 29 65 1677 28 60
50148 45394

11978: Adult 247, child 154, privilege 40. 1979: Adult 553, child 828, excess 424, privilege 28.

*Including Santa Specials.

Note: Special charter trains have been excluded from the statistics.

Following the all-time record in 1978,
passenger numbers fell by 9% to 45,394 in 1979.
Part of the drop can be accounted for by the fact
that there were [ive fewer operating days during
the year, as the railway did not open during
the month of March, but the average daily total
over the year was still down by some 6%. One
tactor which reduced the number of child
tickets was the raising of the minimum age from
8 to 5 at the beginning of the year and the high
summer season generally was badly hit by petrol
shortages. Wittersham Road was better
patronised, but despite the excellent parking
facilities and better road signs in the area, this
station still only attracts a fraction of our total
passengers. The drop in the number of
“Wealden Pullman” tickets was due to the
decision to restrict numbers to around 60 on
each train in order to provide a better service to
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diners. Advance bookings remain
embarrassingly high for 1980 and it is inevitable
that many customers will be disappointed.
Santa Specials did very well and numbers were
up on 1978, most trains being fully booked.
Colin Deverell

Services will be expanded in 1980 and there will be an
extra week’s full time running in July. This will give a
total of 121 operating days (116) and 510 trains
(478).



Spinning Pheel

The

Regtaurant

A.D. 1480

17 High Street, Tenterden
Tel: Tenterden 3348

For a relaxing meal
with good food visit
this interesting Restaurant

MORNING COFFEE
LUNCHEONS

AFTERNOON TEAS

SUPPERS & DINNERS

Open on Sundays
FULLY LICENSED

." 3 -n‘:“m s : K
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A T.PALMER
(8wRi&or) LTD.
RESTORATION SPECIALISTS

Electrical Contractors
Heating Engineers
Signwriting
HEADCORN - KENT

RADIO CONTROLLED
VEHICLES

HEADCORN 890666
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HRASTING

Your money couldn’t be in safer hands

ANGLIA

BUILDING SOCIETY

Your Local Branch Office:

41 High Street Tenterden TN30 6BJ

Manager: Mr. S.J. Bacon Tel: 2995

Branches throughout Kent

For further details see your Yellow Pages Dirsctory
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Progress at the Buffer Stop Shop

Since 1974, the shop takings have risen by five times. Tony Hocking explains how
and why.

A corner of the Buffer Stop Shop before the most recent alterations [Tenterden Railway Co.]

Itis perhaps hard to believe that the Buffer Stop  such. John Smith. the proprictor of Lens of
Shop is the most profitable part ol the railway  Sutton the booksellers, was a tower of strength
company’s operations. Since April 1979 the and supplied us with boxes of black and white
shop has been open every day of the year photographs ol the old K.&E.S.R. on a sale or
(except Christmas Day) and 1979 was the first  return basis. Furthermore, 1 remember that he
year i which it raded as a separate enterprise.  was not too worried about when we paid the
It is therefore appropriate to look back over the  bill! Lens suill supply us with some lines and we
last 18 years when the preservation scheme was  estimate that to date, they have given to the
first mooted and review progress and changes  shop or to our area groups some live tons of old
that have taken place. magazines! The lirst product of our own in
those early days were scale drawings of the old
How did the shop start? Almost as soon as The  company locomotives, rolling stock and
Kent & East Sussex Railway Preservation Society  buildings produced by Les Derbyshire, followed
was founded in 1961, well wishers were by the Society badge. We supplied members
donating saleable items, mostly old magazines,  with books (obtained from Lens) but the level of
and as the money was treated as a “donation”  business was very small. Initially the bookstall
no thought was given to building up “stock”™ as  was located at Tenterden, but on the arrival of
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the pullman cars at Rolvenden it was transferred
there in order to capture business from the
quite considerable number of visitors who came
to Rolvenden to look at the collection of
locomotives that building up. A stockbook was
produced quite early on and sold well, but
other books on the line were published outside
including “‘Rails to Tenterden” by John Smith,
the history of the line by Union Publications
and later the Oakwood Press history. The
original history of the line by Lawson Finch had
been published privately by the Author as early
as 1948 and a copy of this book proved
invaluable many years later, when we used it to
brief the Charity Commissioners on our
proposals to become the very first operating
railway company to qualify as a charity.

Bookshop turnover in the mid-sixties was
meagre to say the least; an average Saturday
would produce £3, Sunday £5. In 1967, the joint
bookshop managers, members Nick Blake and
Alan Newble, managed to persuade the
Treasurer to advance them £10 to buy stock.
Was cver £10 more wisely invested? This was
put into pens and pencils with “Kent & East
Sussex Railway’” stamped on the side, and
gradually our own lines were introduced. At this
time, the shop was also responsible for
collecting car parking fees at Rolvenden and
these often exceeded the shop’s own takings!
When the line reopened in 1974, the shop was
reinstated at Tenterden in the booking hall and
we also produced our first colour postcard — of
Terrier Number 10 ““Sutton”. By the end of
1976, it was clear that we were not realising the
maximum potential, by reason of the limited
arca in the booking hall. The decision was taken
to remove the matchboard wall between the
booking hall and the old parcels room to create
a shop area three times the size. This was not
done without a certain amount of heart
searching, as the character of the building was
incvitably aflected. At about this time, I took
over as Sales Manager and long term plans for
the re-arrangement of the interior were made
and these should by completed by the end of
1980. All the fitting out has been done in
Eaintcd tongued and grooved matchboarding

y member, Mike Gayton, and matches the
original panelling. The trading name of “The
Buﬁ'er Stop Shop” was adopted towards the end
of 1977, partly after a pair of old buffers that
used to be outside the shop doors (and which
your Editor managed to collide with in his car)
and partly after the nearby pair of buffer stops
in the station yard.
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During the lauwer part of 1978 the directors felt
that there were advantages to be gained from
running the shop as a separate enterprise —
technically a franchise operation with myself as
the holder. The advantages for the Company
were that I would be on the premises all the
time, there would be a release of capital from
the book shop into the railway for other
purposes, there would be greater profitability
through opcrating 364 days a year and an
expanded I)roduct range. Whilst it is too early
to assess all the benefits, shop turnover
increased by almost 100% in 1979 and the
Company’s share was as much as under the
previous arrangements. In addition, I was able
to spend some of my time on general enquiries
and marketing at a time when the station would
normally have been unmanned.

Turnover last year was split approximately as to
85% books, 30% souvenirs, 25% model railways
and 10% old magazines and tickets. We now
have established agencies with every publisher
ol significance in the railway field and the range
of titles in stock has doubled in twelve momﬁs
to over 300. In 1980 we aim to have in stock
every railway title published by Oxford
Publishing, Ian Allen, George Allan & Unwin,
Bradford Barton, David & Charles, Oakwood
Press and most of the minor houses. We are also
developing trade in traction engine, canal, bus
and tram books. We already have one of the
best stocked railway bookshops in the South of
England and such is our reputation that we
supply the Kent County Library at Ashford with
railway books.

The souvenir and gift counter has also seen a
substantial change in recent years; the cheaper
end of the range has been identified with the
railway’s publicity effort, the use of the “‘steam
trains to Tenterden” slogan and the flying
terrier and belt emblem being common to both.
New items have been added to the product
range and the earlier items re-vamped to fit the
new image. The quality of the goods sold has
been reviewed and changed where necessary;
for example, the old (cheap) yellow ball-point
pens have been replaced by more reliable “Bic”
crystal pens and the plastic key rings dropped
altogether. New products include *“T" shirts, tea
towels, enamel mugs and most successfully in
1979 the K.&E.5.R.’s own battery operated
quartz clocks. These reproductions of old
station clocks sell at £36.50 (large) and £31.50
(small) and as we are able to purchase direct
{rom the manufacturer, represent good value to
the purchaser and good profit to the railway.



Very few “genceral’ railway souvenirs are now
sold and the remaining items will be phased out
in due course as we replace with products
displaying our own identity. The model railway
counter was an innovation in 1979, following a
brief experiment in 1977, A preserved railway is
an obvious place to sell models, yet few have
tackled it whole-heartedly as the capital
investment is considerable. With the separation
ol the shop from the Company this became
feasible at Tenterden and we have invested
heavily. We have chosen initially to stock Airfix,
Mainline, Lima, Hornby and Peco “O0” scale
products. This is the most popular scale and the
brands are also well known. In 1980 we shall
add “N” gauge models and white metal “00”
gauge kits 1o the range. One problem is to
achieve a big enough turnover to qualify for the
extra discounts that manufacturers give to large
customers and hence offer a competitive price.
We have decided that in order to establish
ourselves as suppliers of model railways we will
pitch our prices at some 10% below those

reccommended by the manufacturers even if it
does mean trimming back margins. Second-
hand magazine sales have been expanded by
introducing a backnumber service and we have
a thriving postal ticket business based on
monthly tfists which we send out to a nucleus of
established collectors. Business is therefore
good, although we do have to keep substantial
stocks, valued at mid-scason in 1979 at £12,000
(retail prices). Our daily takings are usually
measured in terms of hundreds of pounds and
we look forward to exceeding the all-time
record of £1,100 taken last September on the
Sunday of the Steam & Country Fair.

Appendix

Shop takings  1974-1979
1974 £6,126

1975 £7,685

1976 £9,372

1977 £12,248

1978 £15,674

1979 £30,953

NEWS FROM THE BUFFER STOP SHOP

SOME BACK NUMBERS

of The Tenterden Terrier are available and your enquiries
will be dealt with promptly

TICKET COLLECTORS

why not subscribe for our free regular monthly lists of

pre-grouping and pre-nationalisation tickets for sale.

Please enclose 10p stamp and mark your request for
the attention of Department T.

The Buffer Stop Shop
Tenterden Town Station, Tenterden, Kent. Tenterden 2943
Open All Day — Every Day
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~ KitchenGallery

FOR EVERYTHING THAT A KITCHEN SPECIALIST OUGHT TO BE
Appointed by :-
Wrighton  International,  Beckermann  (U.K.),  Snaidero  (RSPA).  Bau-for-Mat,
Winchmore, English Rose, Allmilmo. Micle, Nelf (U.K.) Gaggenau, Atag. Mollat Gas
A world wide selection of Cevamic and Quarry Tiles.

11 East Cross Tenterden T(’lephone: 4130

COME AND VISITUS Open Tuesday to Saturday

Huxford & Go, | | L-&J-JONES

(F.S. Corke) 62 High Street - Tenterden
Tel: 3654

i We are a Private Family
“r a sn I “E s Business and —

Specialists in

* Approved Coal Merchants é‘a/'/k 5

Shoes
Regular and Prompt For Walking Along the
Deliveries in this area Right Lines
Mens - Womens - Childrens
Also at
The Station, Northiam, Rye, Sussex 12 Queen Street - Ramsgate

Tel: Thanet 581652
Phone: Northiam 2117/Tenterden 3718 \ /




Traffic Gensus 1979

Organiser, Dennis Murphy, summarises the results of the 1979 passenger opinion

poll

In 1975 the Railway carried out its first census
of passengers and the results were summarised
in the Spring 1976 issuc of The Tenterden Terrier.
Last year it was decided to repeat the exercise,
utilising a slightly more detailed questionnaire
and taking into account a sample of 2901
passengers, compared with 2200 in 1975.
Another difference compared with 1975 was
that the census was based on information from
596 party bookings spread throughout the
season rather than from passengers who came
over the August bank hoﬁday week.
Nevertheless, it has been possible to make fairly
direct comparisons between the two surveys and
the information is summarised in the tables
below.

It is notable that despite the Railway having
been open for some six years the proportion of
“revisiting” passengers 1s still only 26%, having
been 15% in 1975 when the line had been open
for barely two years. The majority of visitors
continue to come from Kent and Sussex and we
make little impact on the Greater London

opulace generally. Nevertheless a steady 22%
Kavc come to see us as a result of personal
recommendation. The message seems to be that
many of our customers feel that we do not have
suflicient to olter in order to merit more than
an occasional visit, despite the fact that the
operating section is now twice as long as in
1975. Over 90% of the visitors in 1979 arrived by
car, a similar percentage to that of 1975.

A detailed examination of the 1979 survey
revealed some quite interesting information;
parties [rom Kent totalled 269 — nearly one half
of the total. Sussex came next, but with a
surprisingly low figure of 53, followed by

London with 43, Essex with 88 and Surrey 34.
Only two other counties reached double figures
- Hampshire 11 and Middlesex 10. As many as
93% thought their visit was a pleasure or
worthwhile and less than 1% were disappointed
— it will be interesting to see how many
“revisiting” passengers we get when we decide
10 do the next survey!

There were one or two complaints, in particular
concerning the quality of tea in the buffet and
the puncuuality of departing trains. There were
various suggestions about improving the line
although it was clear that many contributors
had little idea of the costs and labour
requirements of running a railway. Not
unexpectedly, many suggestions involved
extending the line and a number of people
thought that either a commentary on the
journey or a route map would be useful. Many
wanted to have time to view stock at Rolvenden
and some thought an extra charge to visit the
shed and yard would be reasonable. Seats on
wains for all passengers, ash trays in smoking
compartments and clean windows were
constructive suggestions which seem worthy of
consideration. A scparate entrance and exit at
Tenterden was suggested in order to relieve
congestion and a more precise indication of
services which are not steam hauled.

The survey has once again told us quite a great
deal about ourselves; we have to look very
carefully at our media advertising to make it
more cost eflective. At present, most of our
effective advertising comes for free but in view
of the decline in passengers carried in 19793 we
have no room for complacency. I hope that we
shall repeat the census in 1980.

Home base of passengers

1975 1979

Kent & Sussex 60.3% 54.0%
Greater London &

Home Counties 19.6% 22.8%

Rest of Great Britain  18.1% 16.7%

Overseas 2.0% 6.5%

Sources of information

1975 1979
Re-visit 15.0% 25.8%
Posters & pamphlets  11.6% 15.6%
Recommendation 22.4% 22.8%
Media 5.5% 8.4%
Found by accident 10.3% 9.2%
Magazines & Guides  24.4% 11.4%
Tourist sources 0.8% 3.2%
Other sources 10.0% 3.6%




Jhe Great

Photographed by John Liddell and

Almost 48 hours of continuous rain over
December 26th and 27th made many wonder
where all the water would go during the
following few days. Several millions of gallons
lound their way through a breach in the flood
wall ol the Newmill Channel into the fields
around Wittersham Road station. As the gap
deepened and widened the waters rose, creating
a vast lake covering many thousands of acres,
bisccted by our line and broken by a few clumps
ol trees. At first the train service on Sunday 30th
scemed doomed, but some rapid reorganisation
cnabled the diesel railcar to maintain services as
far as the accommodation crossing at the end of
the Oxney straight. By the early morning of
New Year's Day the waters had receded
sulliciently for the scheduled steam service to
operate. Luckily for us the rise and fall of the
Hoods was slow enough not to have caused any
apparent damage to the permanent way,
although time will tell. We were able to assist
the Southern Water Authority by transporting a
load of sandbags out to the Oxney Straight to
make a temporary repair to the breach in the
llood wall.




Flood-~1979

Paul Sutton on 29th December 1979




PIPER & FISHER MD.W;SLEER;IDIE
(Cranbrook) LTD. ‘ ’

Wheatfield Drive, Over 60 Pattern Books to
Cranbrook, Kent choose from and we always
for your Building and have at least 1,500 rolls of

D.LY. Materials wallpapers in stock.

Comprehensive range of Marley
Goods; Decorating Sundries;

Wallpaper; Garden Tools and Peat; * TILES
Boulton & Paul Joinery,; Flush and
Panel Doors; Plumbing Fittings; PAINTS

Sanitary Ware *

Hours of Business: Mon-Fri 7.30-5.00 <+ DOUBLE-GLAZING
Sat 7.30-1.00

Call and see us (next to the Police Station)

Good Parking All at Discount Prices

or Phone CRANBROOK 3357/3132

Calor Gas & Heaters now in stock 94B High Street - Tenterden - Kent
Tel: Tenterden 3991

The Sheepskin Woutigue

QUALITY SHEEPSKIN, LEATHER & SUEDE
FOR LADIES & GENTLEMEN

COATS AND JACKETS
GLOVES

SLIPPERS

NORWEGIAN KNITWEAR
ICELANDIC KNITWEAR
SHEEPSKIN RUGS

SOFT TOYS

HATS

Barclaycard, Access, Diners Club and Amen‘cqn Express welcome
Closed on Mondays

12 East Cross, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6AD
Telephone: (STD 05806) 2917




Delivering the Goods

Goods wraffic has always been a neglected aspect
of the history of the Kent & East Sussex — and of
most other railways it seems..Few photographs
survive showing purely goods trains at work on
the line and none seem ever to been taken of the
line’s own goods wagons and cattletrucks
actually in use. Apart lrom mentioning that
most of the trains ran mixed, i.e. with goods
wagons and vans attached to the rear of
passenger trains, most histories of the line have
been content to leave the subject of goods traffic
well alone. Yet in most years of the line’s history
receipts from goods traffic exceeded receipts
from passenger train working handsomely.

The records of goods traffic contained in the
K.&E.S.R. Annual Reports are therefore of
unique importance and the accompanying
tables contain abstracts of some of their details.
Unfortunately the Reports prior to 1913 only
gave details of receipts and not of tonnages
whilst, as with the passenger figures covered in

Table A

the last Tenterden Terrier, all freight details for
the two wartime periods were omitted and only
certain details were given for post-war periods.
Nevertheless a fairly clear picture emerges of
what goods were carried on the line and of the
variations that occurred with the passage of
time.

Table A gives the respective tonnages of general
merchandise, coal and minerals and the
number of heads of livestock carried. These
figures are given as totals with sub-totals for the
quantitics originating along the line itself.
Merchandise can be seen to have declined
steadily and the high figures for the years
immngatcly following the two wars emphasise
the connection between this decline and road
competition for it was during the wars and
immediately afterwards that road transport was
least available. Coal wraftic on the other hand
remained remarkably bouyant throughout the
line’s history with the exception of 1926 when

Freight Traffic 1913-1947

Date Merchandise Coal & Fuels Minerals Livestock

Total Orig Total Orig Total Orig Total Orig
1913 15126 5051 8946 —_ 7293 — 4819 4819
1914-18 X x x X X x X X
1919 X 11151 X 86 X 208 X 2866
1920 X 10815 x 106 X 283 X 6759
1921 X 7661 X 30 X 227 X 4318
1922 15189 7996 11001 112 9515 1910 9628 7421
1923 17032 7005 10756 35 7704 1898 6540 5671
1924 17285 6344 12808 24 13639 2284 15746 13903
1925 15674 5580 12264 41 11705 1645 10270 8576
1926 12774 4289 7420 28 11933 2930 7880 6914
1927 13620 4981 12822 9 11797 1286 8605 7647
1928 14486 4896 11501 — 11116 487 10577 8363
1929 12213 3840 11285 — 19323 314 4986 4165
1930 10719 3471 12009 — 10164 217 8635 7165
1931 11202 3108 12161 — 8697 —_— 6443 5116
1932 10518 3406 12511 —_ 7684 214 7894 5043
1933 8350 2454 11075 — 6565 18 8007 6349
1934 8268 1977 12120 31 11416 44 8319 7088
1935 7398 1719 | 12240 — 6758 75 8880 8117
1936 6532 1835 18001 16 11872 178 6566 4954
1937 5401 1878 | 18577 45 10275 80 5767 4719
1938 4047 1002 14095 14 12573 71 5944 4640
1939-45 X X X X x X X X
1946 X 4580 X 187 X 283 X 2116
1947 X 3897 x 62 X 167 X 1813

x Omitted by Authorily of the Board of Trade
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Table B Tonnage of Principal Classes of Merchandise 1920-34
192041921{1922]1923 1924]1925]1926[1927[1928 192911930(1931]1932]1933|1934
Bricks —| 26 5| —| — 9 7 5| —~| —| —| —| —| —]| —
Iron and
Steel 170 208| 20| 59| 63| 83| — 891 101|158 188 4 51 —| 58
Limestone - —| — 6] — —| 4| —| <=| —| =] —| —| —] =
Roadstone - —| — 2l — —| —| —| =] =} —| —| —| —| —
Gravel and
Sand 321 163| 82| 103| 46 4 6| 30| —| —| —] —| —| —| —
Manure 20) 12| 38| 58| 20| 67 20| —| —| —| —| —| —| —| —
Grain 648 773| 879( 231 78f 47| 45| 84|117]| 81| 86| 48| 33| 386 36
Hay 19431739 1252411811 1945|1008| 240 280 —| —| —| —| —| —| —
Potatoes 56| 631 25| 118 —| —| —| — —| | —] —] —| —| —
Sceds — = —] 12 6 7 "N — —] —| —} —| —| —| —
Vegetables = — —| —| 25| 48] 15| 20 —| 6| 5| —| 21| —| —
Hops —| —| 597| 493 800| 630} 548 | 386 ~—~| —| —| —| —| —| —
Oilcake - —1 = —| —1 —| —| —| 5| —!| 15 —| —| —
Flour 1781 771 76| 20| 62| 24 15| 26| —| —| —| —| —| —| —
Timber 197011074 450| 301| 344| 605| 565 |1100] 817] 235 | 365 72213838220 36
Wool —| —| —| 50| 57| 56 1| —| —] 88| 25| 28] 28 3| —
Empties —| —1 —] —| 58] 18] 28| —| —| —|] —| —| —| —| —
Table C Livestock Originating on the Line
Date Horses Cattle Calves Sheep Pigs Misc.
1913 —_ 955 239 3558 67 —
1914-18 X X X x X X
1919 8 337 111 2294 116 -
1920 24 496 166 5391 682 -
1921 30 636 136 2952 564 —
1922 2 1035 180 5522 682 —
1923 — 1147 69 3998 457 —
1924 13 917 130 12063 780 -
1925 20 1138 106 6727 585 —_
1926 6 834 52 5930 92 -
1927 -_— 933 27 6643 44 -
1928 6 866 93 1386 12 —
1929 — 497 32 3623 13 —
1980 2 1537 121 5460 16 —
1931 2 847 25 4242 —_ —_
1932 1 612 115 4311 4 -
1933 4 894 117 5292 41 1
1934 —_ 1145 107 53879 457 —
1985 — 1251 70 5623 1178 —
1936 —_ 782 83 2875 1264 bl
1937 4 272 66 4281 96 —_
1938 —_ 614 155 3871 — -
1939-45 X X X X X X
1946 — 281 7 1828 — —
1947 - 186 31 1596 — —_

x Omitted by Authority of the Board of Trade
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the coalminers’ strike severely limited supplies.
Most of the coal carried was presumably for
household use which would account for the
sceming immunity of this traffic from the
industrial depression of the early 1930°s. What
cannot be satisfactorily explained is the
repeated inclusion of small quantities of coal
trallic originating on the line. Was this some
hitherto undisclosed offshoot of the Kent
coalfield?

Whereas merchandise declined and coal
prospered both minerals and livestock were
apparently subject to great fluctuations in
fortune. Variations in livestock figures may be
accounted for by lean years and fat years and
the varying impact of foreign competition but it
is far from clear what minerals were carried on
the Kent & East Sussex in such variable
quantities or why such startling variations as
occurred in 1929 or 1934 should have
happened.

It might be thought that some assistance with
this problem might be gained from Table B
which gives the tonnages of the principal classes
ol merchandise and minerals carried between
1920 and 1934. Unfortunately only figures for
goods originating on the line are recorded in
this way so this cannot hope to be a
comprehensive survey. Prior to 1920 the only
information recorded is that in 1913 there were
426 tons of hops carried and 290 tons of round
timber. Subsequent to 1934 the records of
individual classes of goods tend to peter out
though a regular traftic continued in scrap iron
dnd a unique quantity of 263 tons of roadstone
were carried in 1937. Otherwise there are only
sporadic entries for small quantities of bricks,
grain, manure, timber, and vegetables.

The loads given in Table B are really more

From Our Ticket Collection

illustrative than informative since all loads of
less than 2 wons or originating on other railways
arc omitted. However, it is a fascinating picture
that emerges. Brick making and flour milling
seem to have been the only manufacturing
activities regularly served as all the other
products listed seem to have connections either
with agriculture or the extraction of natural
resources. It is interesting to see how hay
declined from a major item of freight in 1920 to
disappear altogether after 1927. Similarly, the
hops with which the line has always been
popularly associated scem to have provided less
traflic than the pickers who descended on
Bodiam every Scptember. A final question
arises from Table B — what were the empties
recorded in such quantitics from 1924 to 1926?

Table C again only records details of livestock
originating on the line but since the ma{'ority of
livestock carried did originate on the line it is
more reliably informative than Table B. Clearly
sheep and cattle were the dominant livestock of
the area with horses rarely appearing in
signilicant numbers and pigs varying most
erratically. Certain years stand out from the
others with sheep thriving tremendously in 1924
and a bumper year for cattle in 1980; was there
an outbreak of swine fever or did the porkers
take to the roads instead? The final question
must, however, concern the identity of the
miscellaneous beast recorded in 1938. Was it
merely a humble goat or donkey or something
more exotic . . . did the circus ever come to
Tenterden by train?

As a parting thought it does seem a pity that a
railway which has acquired the nickname of
“The Farmer’s Line” should be unable to
produce a cattle truck when it runs a freight

rain — any offers?
tra Y Stephen Garrett

Footboard Frolics

In these days of corridor trains we tend to take
travelling ticket inspectors for granted. Theirs
scems to be a rather mundane existence
enlivened only by the minor triumph of
detecting the unfortunate second class
commuter trying to sneak an unnoticed ride in
the comfort of a first class compartment, or of
the occasional battle with a warlike football
crowd.

On the Kent & East Sussex, however, the
travelling ticket inspector had a rather more
exciting time. Arising from the fact that there
were no K.&E.S.R. station staff at stations such
as Robertsbridge, Salehurst, and Junction
Road, the travelling inspector not only
inspected, but also issued tickets to passengers
boarding at unstaffed stations. These tickets
were different from the Edmonson card
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printings held in the staffed booking offices —
they were of sull paper, and were sligi’uly larger
than the normal card issues. They came in
stapled and numbered blocks, and were carried
in a portable rack similar to the old London
tram conductor’s Bell Punch ticket rack.
Interestingly enough, one of the old racks,
complete with its blocks of tickets, was
presented to the Tenterden Museum some
months ago, and may be seen on show in the
museum building in Station Road.

The paper tickets came from a different source to
the K.&E.S.R.’s card tickets, as the typography is
quite different. A few bear the Edmonson
printer’s imprint, but most are anonymous, and
cach printer seemed to have his own ideas on
layout, as single tickets came printed either
horizontally or vertically for no apparent
reason, although returns invariably seem to bé
horizontal. Many of the tickets carry brightly
coloured stripes in green or pink, again for no
obvious reason, and a slection of these paper
tickets is as bright to behold as a packet of
conletti.

Few of those issued are dated — presumably the
ticket inspector punched the ticket on issue,
thus cancelling it and preventing fraudulent re-
use, although some specimens exist with a
rubber date stamp on the back.

When the K.&E.S.R. travelling inspector was

working on the Ford and Sheftlex railcars, or on
the post-war ex-S.R. side corridor coaches, his
job could not have been very different [rom that
ol his successor on B.R. today. However, it was
a very different story in the days when the old

Great Eastern Railway and other non-corridor
stock was in use. This is where the excitement
really began. One is [airly safe from predatory
inspectors on the remaining non-corridor
suburban coaches on B.R. — but no so on the
pre-war K.&E.S.R. One might be comfortably
settled in a non-corridor compartment bowling
along in the wilds ol deepest Sussex — but woe
betide if one’s ticket were not in order, for the
acrobatic K.&E.S.R. ticket inspectors continued
to ply their trade by swinging from
compartment to compartment outside the
moving train by means of the handrails and
lootboard.

History does not record any fatalities suffered
whilst this remarkable feat was being
accomplished, and it seems 1o have been
accepted as part of the day’s work. Today, T am
sure, the Unions would have B.R. at a standstill
before allowing one of their members 1o work
under such conditions, but they were bred
tougher in those days, and no-one secemed to
WOrTY.
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What the unsuspecting passenger thought on
being rudely disturbed by the unexpected
appearance at the window of a rather
windblown ticket inspector is also not recorded,
and I often wonder how he carried his stock of
tickets and money. Perhaps he appeared with
gleaming ticket clippers gripped between his
tecth, terrifying short sighted old ladies as to his
motives!
Did he also swing dangerously [rom coach to
coach on the move, or did he only do one coach
at a time? Did he ever lose his grip and
disappear in a cloud of flying tickets into the
long grass beside the Line? There must have
been some nasty moments from time to time,
but one thing is certain — we shall never see such
death defying acts on today’s safety conscious
railways — and perhaps, after all, it is just as
well!

Robin Doust
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® BED & BREAKFAST

® RESTAURANT

 BUFFET

e RECEPTIONS, PARTIES,
FUNCTIONS

COLD BUFFET & SNACKS AVAILABLE

THE VINE INN
High Street, Tenterden, Kent
Telephone: 2922

dey
S EpiciNaL

Cream for the hands and feet

NON-GREASY, MEDICATED,
SOOTHING natural ingredients
help your skin to keep normal
and healthy.
Manufactured in conjunction
with the Owners and Suppliers
of the Original Brushiess
Shaving Cream LLOYD’S
EUXESIS. Established 1810.
Even afer 170 years “Still the
Greatest Shave” — World Wide

Ask your Chemist, ordirect from
AIMEE LLOYD & CO. LTD.
TENTERDEN - KENT

Tel: Tenterden 2355

GALLERY
BOOKSHOP

Proprietress: Mrs. D. James

Wide selection of Books
on the Arts
Home Management
Dictionaries
and the latest Novels

PAPERBACKS including PENGUINS
and the CLASSICS
BOOK TOKENS

Comprehensive selection of
Greeting Cards

16 High Street - Tenterden - Kent
\ Tel: Tenterden 3857

GET IT RIGHT FIRST TIME

HOME [COMMERCIAL LOANS
CAR INSURANCE
FINANCE FOR ALL PURPOSES
LIFE ASSURANCE
PERSONAL PENSIONS
AND ANNUITIES

GEO. H. GOWER & PARTNERS
The Insurance Advice Centre
41 High Street
(Entrance Bells Lane)
TENTERDEN
Telephone: 4260




W hite L/Oﬂ Horel

Occupying a High Street position for
many years, we continue to offer
traditional hospitality from our two bars,
serving real ales, and our restaurant
serving traditional menus.

Comfortable accommodation
comprising 12 bedrooms, 7 with bath
and 3 with four-poster beds.

For details and reservations,
please call in or ring us on
Tenterden 2921

Special Weekend rates to
railway enthusiasts

Webb's

AGRICULTURAL &
DOMESTIC
IRONMONGERS

Authorised Stockists:

Miele, Electrolux, Philco
Dish Washers and Washing
Machlnes, Deep Freezers,
Refrlgerators, Motor Mowers

Crittall & A.G.L.
All-Metal Greenhouses

Come and see them at:
5 & 51 High Street

) 4
Tenterden 2132
{4 lines)

Individual attention to
new and used car buyers =

Only selected used cars
stocked

Highly competitive deals

Large stocks plus
prompt delivery on new
Austin, Morris, Jaguar,
Rover, Triumph, Land
Rover

Full servicing, MOT
and forecourt services
available

““The truly comprehensive motoring service'"

BRYANS GARAGE (RYE)

Fishmarket Road, Rye, East Sussex TN31 7LP

Telephone: Rye 3334 (STD 079 73)




“-Sapper”

Its future now secure, this latest addition to the steam locomotive fleet should

return to service before long . . .

Many members will recall that in September
1977 Army Department Austerity 0-6-0ST
“Sapper” arrived at Rolvenden and promptly
retired to the back siding where it has remained
until recently. Now that its future has been
secured, some more details can be given of how
the loco reached the Railway in the first place.
Many months belore the engine came to Kent,
we had heard that it was lying out of use at the
Command Ordnance Depot at Bicester, Oxon.,
and was shortly to be placed on the disposal list.
Certain people felt that it deserved a more
positive destiny and reminded themselves of the
very good relations we enjoyed with the Junior
Leaders Regiment R.E. based at Dover, and
who had been until a short time belore,
engaged on several trade training programmes
on the Railway. The outcome of some "phone
calls and meetings was that “Sapper” was taken
oll" the disposal list and lent to the Junior
Leaders. As the Regiment had no line of its own
and nobody wanted to see it as a parade ground
monument, it was agreed that it should be kept
on the Kent & East Sussex Railway. For various
reasons the young Sappers were unable to do

any work on the loco and we also found it
impossible to devote any funds and little time to
it either. In the middle of last year our friends at
Dover decided that they were not really able to
look alter their loco any more and in October it
was bought from the Ministry. of Defence by a
small group ol our members.

Built by the Hunslet Engine Co. of Leeds in
1953 (works No. 3797) it is part of the same
batch of 14 built for the then War Department
in 1952/53 as are K.&E.S.R. Nos. 23 and 24. We
are particularly fortunate in obtaining this loco
as, having been a “one owner — low mileage
maodel™ it has had relatively little use, and has
been generally well cared for over the years.
Apart from some remetalling of the motion,
retubing (tubes already ordered) and a repaint,
lew mechnical tasks will remain. It is already
fitted with a combined vacuum ejector and
stcam brake and will be numbered 25 in the
K.&E.S.R. fleet. It is hoped that it will be keptin
army livery as a salute to Royal Engineer railway
activity in the South East.

Paul Sutton

" 1 . it

“Sapper” at Bicester Ordnance Depot prior to being loaded for Rolvenden, September 197

[Paul Sutton]
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To Camber by Diesel

A lost cause in the annals of railway lore, researched by Pyramus and Thisbe

In 1895, Holman F. Stephens was employed by
a group ol local businessmen to design a short
tramway to link the Sussex town of Rye with the
local goll'links at Camber, some 14 miles away.
The single rack was of three foot gauge and two
simple corrugated iron stations were provided
in a style that was to become synonymous with
Stephens” work in the years o come. The line
opened in July 1895, having taken a mere three
months to build and Stephens wrote to his
father in August of that year — “we opened the
Rye job some weeks since and they have been
taking £20 a week ever since; the working
expenses are under £8 a week and the capital is
only £2000 or thereabouts.”

For a scheme so modest in concept, the Rye &
Camber Tramway had litde claim to fame, but
had certain of Stephens” ideas come to fruition,
it might have become one ol the most famous
railways in the world. In March 1895, Stephens

Petrol tractor and coach at Rye station, 1920’s

wrote to the Board ol Trade, setting out his
proposals for the line, including a unique form
ol motive power — an “oil motor car”
Fortunately, the text of the letter has survived,
but tantalisingly there is no accompanying
sketch of the vehicle itself. One can only
speculate whether the reference in paragr, aph 2
to “an oil motor on a passenger bogie car
meant a motor backed on to a bogie car or a
motor mounted on a bogie car. However, later
on in the letter, Stephens refers to a *‘steam
engine and car” and then an “oil motor car”
which suggests that he may have had in mind an
integrated oil motor/passenger carrying vehicle
on one bogie underframe. A bogie car by
delinition means [our axles and therefore in this
context a vehicle of up to eight tons in weight.
This is certainly o heavy for an oil motor and
sounds excessive tor the car, but could be about
right for the combined weight of both. If this is
the explanation, the question arises as to why

[Tenterden Railway Co.J



Rye & Camber Tramway:-

The Asst. Secy. Cranbrook, Kent
Railway Department, March 28th 1895 -
Board of Trade,

London S.W.

Sir,

In compliance with your suggestion expressed at our interview on Monday
25th inst., | now beg to forward to you particulars and plan of Rye & Camber
Tramway (proposed).

The following figures are those upon which the estimate was based:- The P.
way will be laid with flat bottomed steel rails 24 Ibs per yard and 3'0” gauge,
fished points, spiked to sleepers 2'9" centre to centre. There will be a
gradient of 1in 100 for about 10 chains in the centre, and a curve of 20 chs.
radius at the Harbour end for about 10 chains in lenght. The rest of the line
will follow the surface of the land (which is a marsh) and be practically
straight. There will be no cuttings more than 3'0" deep and no banks more
than 36" high.

The power will be an oil motor on a passenger-bogie car, with a load of not
more than 1ton per wheel or 2 tons per axle , with a wheel base of 200" feet.

The stations will be small corrugated iron shelters and the platforms 2'0"
above rail level and 6°0” wide, and slightly longer than twice the length of
the car.

There will be but one motor on the line, and speed restricted to 10 miles per
hour, or 4 miles per hour thro’ points.

It is the wish of the Company not to fence the line. No Public roads or
footpaths are crossed.

The Company are anxious to run temporarily a small steam engine and car
whilst the oil motor car is being constructed; or should the oil car not prove
a success, then to work the line by steam.

There will be 3 small culverts of 15'-20' span, built with concrete walls and
steel joists as rail bearers.

I should add that the funds are practically subscribed and the Company are
anxious to proceed with the construction forthwith as it will enable work to
be found for many men who are at present unemployed.

I submit that the method of fastening the rails altho’ not in accordance with
the Railway requirements of the Board will be sufficient in the case of this
tramway, when the weights are so small and the speed so slow.

I should be glad to furnish any further particulars you may desire or to call
upon you and explain anything not herein made clear and | trust you may
see your way to approve of the above proposals.
, | am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

H. F. Stephens
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Stephens should have proposed a mechanically
powered rail car with a bogie underframe,
rather than a simpler four-wheeled railcar on
the lines of the Pickering steam powered unit,
built for the Kent & East Sussex Railway in
1905. The answer may be that the vehicle was
designed specifically to take into account the
curves he proposed for the line. In any event,
Stephens must have been fairly sure of his
ability to produce the oil motor very quickly,
bearing in mind that the proposals were made
on 28th March and the line was due to open
some three months later, although the directors
of the ramway company appear to not entirely
have shared his optimism!

Little else is recorded about the rail motor, but
in the late 1920’s, Stephens referred to the
matter in conversation with the late Charles F.
Klapper, the railway historian. In his article
“Memories of Salford Terrace” (“ The
Tenterden Terrier”, Summer 1976) Klapper
recalled that *‘he (Stephens) had designed a
compression-ignition railcar for the Rye &
Camber Tramway . . . he was so early in the
diesel ficld that he continued to refer to the

patentee as Akroyd-Stewart, with no thought of
the German claims to pioneering in this field.”

Needless to say, there is no trace that the vehicle
was ever built and the Rye & Camber Tramway
was operated with traditional steam
locomotives until the 1920’s, when a Simplex-
type petrol tractor was purchased on grounds of
economy and continued to run until the closure
of the line in 1940, In fact, Stephens may have
even been instrumental on its purchase as he
continued to advise the tramway on technical
matters throughout the twenties, without being
involved with the general running of the line.

As for the design itself, Stephens seems to have
lost interest in it at an carly stage as his railbuses
on other lines were all based on petrol motors
ol the most basic type. However, it is interesting
to speculate that had the railcar or locomotive
been built, the golfers from Rye would almost
certainly have become the very first railway

travellers in the world to be conveyed by diesel -
fame indeed in the light of developments in the
succeeding century. !

The Flower House
2230173173

92 High Street
Tenterden
Tel: Tenterden 3764

2120207

Cut Flowers. Pot Plants.
Presentation Bouquets.
Wreaths, Sprays and
all other Floral Tributes

Brides and Bridesmaids
Wedding Bouquets

he

askian

of t

Tenterden

Come and browse at
your leisure in this

fashion shop for
ladies of all ages

17 High St. Tenterden
Telephone Tenterden 4200

J
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Letters to the Editor

The Commercial View

Sir —I read Donald Wilson’s article (The
Tenterden Terrier, Winter 1979) with mixed
fcelinfs. Basically 1 agree with his two ideas,
namely the running of a shuttle service to
Hexden Bridge, and that of a ““Land Cruise”.
However, I cannot helF feeling that the motive
power suggested should be reversed.

In connection with the first proposal, he
mentions the doubling of operating staff,
locomotives in steam and of direct operating
costs. Surely all three could be kept to a
minimum by using our G.W.R. railcar after, of
course, the attention to the body rot has been
carried out. The very idea of this service would
bring several awkward, but not
insurmountable, operating problems and the
ulse of this vehicle would go a long way to easing
these. :

Secondly, with regard to the Land Cruise, there
are two other very good reasons, apart from
that of economy,lz)r the running of these trains
on other preserved railways. Both the lines
mentioned are of considerable length and pass
through countryside of outstanding natural
beauty, one being almost entirely in a national
park. Whilst not wishing to disparage our
railway, I am sure that most people would agree
that we could not compare on these two points
and it is my view that it is just these two points
that make the running of a land cruise a
successful proposition,

As for economy and “the ever increasing price
of coal”, oil is not exactly cheap, nor is its
availability guaranteed. The not inconsiderable
sum of money required for the purchase of the
diesel multiple unit(s) could be put to far better
use in reinstating our Terriers and birdcages for
use on these trains. As Donald himself says
about first impressions counting, “‘A smartly
turned-out locomotive sitting at the head of its
train” would certainly not apply to a D.M.U.

I believe the vast majority of our customers
come to see steam and this can be summed up
in the words of a small boy, overheard recently
on a land cruise train on another preserved line,
*‘Daddy, where is the steam train you told me
about? This one is just like the one we came
here on.”
Erith, Kent George Wright

The Vicar of Criggion

Sir — Whilst reading some back numbers of your
journal I came across correspondence
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concerning the Rev. R. Brock, Vicar of Criggion
(The Tenterden Terrier, Spring 1978) who
complained about the state of the level crossing
at Criggion and having to ride on the footplate
of “Gazelle” from Kinnerley. This prompted
me to find out more about the Reveren
Gentleman. The Rev. Robert Brock was a South
Alrican, ordained priest in 1882, he would have
been at least 53 at the time he made his
complaints. He ministered in the Cape Colony
until 1891 and then came to England as curate
of Wimbourne St. Giles, Dorset. Verwood
would have been his station there and a modest
sérvice of trains on the L.&S.W.R. Salisbury to
Wimbourne line. He later served at Horsington,
Somerset, near to Templecombe, and so with
L.&S.W.R. and S.&D.]J.R. services he would
have had no complaints. Before going to
Criggion as Vicar in 1899 he was at Arley, a
station on the Sevetn Valley line.

I wonder how many members of the clergy
would protest today if they had the opportunity
ol riding on the footplate of “Gazelle”?
Bristol J. F. Burrell

From Our Ticket Collection

Sir - I would like to make a brief comment on
Mr. Garrett’s puzzlement regarding the
continuance of the sale of first class tickets in the
"thirties. Some would have been bought by
collectors of railway tickets, who may not have
actually travelled. There may have been other
“ghost”” passengers; if my memory is correct the
Oxford University Railway Club had to pay 16
return first class fares in 1986 to ensure the
presence of the first class saloon in the train, but
I do not think there were as many as 16 persons
present.

Tarrant Hinton, Dorset R. W. Kidner

The Wreck of another “Hesperus”

Sir — He who sets ou to correct faults in other
people should first be very sure that his own
facts are right, and I am afraid I am guilty of
neglecting to do this in my article “The Wreck
of another ‘Hesperus’ ” (The Tenterden Terrier,
Winter 1979). I now believe that the W.C.&P.R.
“Hesperus” was built in 1876 as Colonel
Stephens stated in his letter to The Locomotive
magazine in 1911, and this is confirmed by the
R.C.T.S. volume Locomotives of the Great Western
Railway. He was, however, at fault with the other
dimensions which I referred to, and the same
source shows that my suggestion that the



cylinders might have been enlarged when the
G.W.R. rebuilt No. 1384 in 1899 does not hold
water.

Perhaps [ could also take this opportunity of
pointing out that the illustrations to my piece
should have been credited to Mr. Michael Farr
and the Weston-super-Mare Public Library?
Croydon. Surrey Christopher Redwood

Signalling at Wittersham

Sir—1 was interested to read the article “*Why
Signals at Wittersham Road™ (The Tenterden
Terrier, Winter 1979) which attempted to explain
the massive installation at that site. Accepting
the need to pass trains at this point some
signalling was required but the number of
individual signals could have been limited. In
particular shunt signals would only be used for
running round trains terminating there, very
unusual when the Northiam extension is open.
As I understand it, shunt signals are used to
permit trains to pass main signals which are on
— in other words they save time but that does
not mean the permission to pass signals could
not be given by flag or verbally. Elimination of
shunt signals (which are, of course, a different
type to the Great Northern Railway [Ireland]
not the CIE Great Northern line, please!) would
have made a much tidier site and a more
consistent appearance.

Can we now debate the situation at Bodiam and
Northiam before secret decisions are made
without consideration of the wider views of the
membership? Firstly, would it be generally
agreed that no signalling whatever is needed at
Bodiam which is a terminal station of very
limited complexity and operational activity?
Northiam is more complicated as passing
facilities will be needed combined with access to
sidings and in addition this could become the

prize of £5.

major pomt ol origin for passengers. Having
said that we must avoid destroying the character
of the site by building a high signal box and
posts which dominate the area as they do at
Wittersham Road. There are only limited
locations for the lever frame at Northiam and
they are very sensitively sited. As has been said
betore a ground frame would be sufficient and
could be housed in a low, single storey structure
similar to Robertsbridge ““A”. The number of
starting signals should be minimised by
avoiding assumptions that trains must be able
1o leave either platdform in either direction.
Provision can abways be made for later
conversion if this proves essential. By the same
decision it will be necessary to have only one
home signal from each direction as trains will
always arrive in the same platform. NB: The
installation would not be commissioned whilst
Northiam was a terminus and so the problem of
departing from a platform having no starter for
Tenterden would be avoided.

So far as shunting is concerned, I see no reason
why this should require ground signals for the
reasons given in the first paragraph. Indeed,
consideration, might be given to devising a
system whereby the Bodiam end of the yard
could be operated independently of the signal
box when the latter is unmanned when no
passenger trains are running.

Those of us who advocate a low-key approach
to signalling a light railway do not pretend such
an approach does not need careful planning
and discussion with the DTp. However, the
result of such forethought could not only
produce a much better result but also reduce
the amount of installation work to a minimum.
Let us avoid using another sledgehammer to
crack a small nut as has been done at
Wittersham Road.

Maidstone, Kent Simon Green

ADADADDDRDRD DDA DRADRDRDADDADD

GUESS WHO?

The first correct reply received at the Editorial Office, 17
Chartfield Square, London SW15 6DR will qualify for a
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Suppliers of Coal for the Trains on the

Kent & East Sussex Railway
JUDD BUDD o

(ESTABLISHED 1879)

8 Dysart Street

London EC2A 2BY
Telephone 01-247 3411

ALSO SUPPLIERS OF SOLID FUELS, HEATING AND FUEL
OILS TO THE TRADE AND INDUSTRY THROUGHOUT THE
HOME COUNTIES




Cinque Ports BHotel

and
Restaurant

Always a warm welcome
All rooms with private amenities

LICENSED

56 High Street
Tenterden

Telephone: Tenterden 3842

Commemoral Year
1830 198

First Established in the ancient
Borough of Tenterden in 1830.
150 YEARS OF UNBROKEN SERVICE

-
BUTLER &
HATCH WATERMAN
High Street - Tenterden - Kent
Tel: 3233

A wide selection of all types of
property always available.
Auction Sales & Valuations of
antique furniture and effects.

Specialists in valuations for
Insurance, Probate, Estate Duty.

Surveys & Reports on Residential
and Commercial Properties.

Also at Ashford, Folkestone
& Hythe
Tenterden Office Open All Day
Saturday.

Welcome, Fellow Travellers!

We're in the railway business, too!

The Childrens Shop
Tenterden

Tel: Tenterden 2398

Model

Sells /\ Railway Sets at
20% discount

and 10% off all Hornby stock and accessories
all year through

P.S. Our other lines are popular, too:
Clothes, Toys, Prams — Steam Up and see us next trip!




BARTLETT’S
of Tenterden

HOME & OFFICE
STATIONERS

NEWSAGENTS
PAPERBACKS
CARDS
TOYS

BARTLETTS OF TENTERDEN

22 High Street
Tenterden
Kent TN30 6AP

Tel: Tenterden 2718

SELLING YOUR TREASURES?

For EXPERT ADVICE and
VALUATIONS on your

CHINA - SILVER - BOOKS

PICTURES - JEWELLERY

GLASS - IVORIES - COINS
FURNITURE, etc.

THE ANTIQUE SHOP

(Barbara and Mendl Jacobs)

11 ASHFORD ROAD, TENTERDEN
(Two doors from the Post Qffice)

Tel: Tenterden 3701 (Shop)
or 3341 (Home)

Burlington Insurance Services

Members of @oﬁo@oi&o

The British Insurance Brokers’ Association

Change Points to the Right Track
For a Good Connection, Phone or Write:

Burlington House, Manor Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2SD
Tel: Folkestone (0303) 58555. 24 Hour Answering Service




" BIGNEWS |

For Do-it-Yourselfers

Full range of D.LY. materials
now in stock

TIMBER PLYWOOD
Softwood & Hardwood All Thicknesses from 4mm to
Planed or Sawn

: 25mm, Interior/Exierior
Tongued & Grooved

LADDERS
DOORS Aluminium Steps, Trestles
Garage Doors, Georgian Doors Loft, Extending Ladders
French Doors
'"J;’::Zi:;:’:’ SAND/CEMENT
: T Bricks, Block
Most Wooden Types in Stock All Types Bricks, Blocks
; Plaster
Side & Top Hung N
Picture Windows Large or Small Quantities

Supplied

Als CHiPBOARD . HARDBOARD * BLOCKBOARD
PLASTERBOARD . FIBREGLASS INSULATION
PLASTIC PLUMBING +  ETC. ETC.

FREE PARKING - FREE DELIVERY
OPEN SATURDAY TILL 4.00pm

| Sandell Smythe + Drayson

Timber and Builders Merchants

Forstal Rd., Aylesford, Kent (Maidstone 7011)
Jenkins Dale, Chatham (Medway 43696)
Springfield Valley Rd., Hastings (Hastings 424300)
Victoria Road, Ashford (Ashford 25935)

Lime Kiln Road, Canterbury (Canterbury 66322)
%‘ R _4
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